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ility ahead, to bring about a series of reforms 
for the modernization and progress of 
Portuguese society. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


the same time we uphold the need to reduce the existing 
imbalance in conventional forces and to eliminate chem- 


ical weapons, upon which progress in the other areas 
must hinge. 


My government believes that no third course is possible 
between the Soviet Union and the United States, and thai. 
as far as NATO's European members are concerned, it is 
indispensable to have an explicit affirmation of cohesive- 
ness among the allies and the strengthening of the Alliance's 
European and U.S. pillars. Such was the outlook adopted at 
the latest NATO summit of 2 months ago, in clear support 
for the U.S. negotiating positions and in an unequivocal 
message of firmness from the West. 


The special relationship and appreciable level of coop- 
eration with the Portuguese-speaking African countries 
make Portugal a privileged—I would indeed say indis- 
pensable—interiocutor in the relations between Europe 
and Africa. Portugal has special historic responsibilities 
in southern Africa and assumes them with enhanced 
capacity and availability for dialogue. 


We maintin that the first condition for a comprehensive 
peace solution for the region is the abolition of the 
apartheid system, one of the gravest violations of human 
rights. But in order to reduce tension in southern Africa 
it is important to put an end to all outside interference 
regardless of where they originate. Because such interfer- 
ence itself generates conflict. 


Peaceful solutions are necessary thai will make possible 
the self-determination of the people of Namibia in the 
terms set by the United Nations, that will promote the 
development and progress of countries like Angola and 
Mozambique. Portugal supports the negotiations and 
contacts currently taking place all the parties 
involved in the conflicts in southern Africa. We believe 
that only this kind of negotiation will make it possible to 
find solutions that are realistic and feasible in the 


Another case of a grave violation of human rights 1s of 
particular concern to Portugal, and its resolution is one 
of our fo: cign policy priorities. | am referring to the 
situation prevailing in East Timor, a territory of which 


Portugal is the administering power according to inter- 
national law and the United Nations. 


The tragedy of the people of Timor is well known to all: 
the invasion by Indonesian forces in 1975 that caused 
some 200,000 deaths—one-third of the population of 
East Timor. The future of Timor and of its people has 
since then been in the hands of the international com- 
munity through successive UN resolutions mandating its 
secretary general to endeavor to find a solution. 


What does Portugal want? Port 
respect for the free expression 


simply wants to see 
the Timorese people's 


will, respect for their cultural and religious identity. 
Obviously Portugal has no neocolonialist designs. We 
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A Foresgn Office spokesman said: “We are very pleased that 


KINGDOM s 


His cousin Mr John Waite said the apparent deal by the 
French had worsened the plight of the ladnapped Bntons 
and might have put their lives at stake. 


when deals are done by countnes like 
France then Terry's position and John McCarthy's is 
made worse because they are isolated, because we are the 
only country it seems who is not doing deals... France 
appears to have done onc, West Germany also, and 
ary Heng er at ern gna tegen 
out on a limb here. * lives may be at stake,” 
said Mr Waite, also on Time. 


He warned. “The moment you do a deal like this you put 
a pnce on innocent people whose only crime was being in 


Mr Waite said he hoped the government was still keeping 
open the lines of communication with the kidnappers in an 
attempt to resolve the situation in a “non-mercenary way”. 


UK Ties 
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Weathen!! said. links between our two 
countnes have a long history. first Japanese visit to 
the British parliament was made 116 years ago by the 
lwakura mission. But it is within the last 30 years that 
bonds of fmendship between our parliaments have been 
strengthened and reinfore: 4. 
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Takeshita 1s scheduled to attend a dinner party given by 
Thatcher Wednesday evening and will head for West 
house, Germany Thursday on the last leg of his current | |-day 
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In order to make a greater contribution to the people of 
the world, | beheve our countnes should embark upon a 


LyoDD 
speech titled “Opening a New Era in Japanese-European 
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Sritich Prime Minister M 
Britain would continue to cooper- 


Meets With Thatcher 


OW0405 153688 Tokyo KYODO in English 1510 GMT 
4 
apan 


4 May 88& 


[By Hidehary Torii) 
ext} ) 

Britain 

residence 

Japanese 


Mi! 


Als in 


ate rhe ede 
acie gift tpi: 
afi 
ELE gt di 
iH iH 


ry 738 348 
al tip 
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1 also mmtend to increase assistance to Japanese studecs 
son of knowledge on cach other's cultures and m the 


and the teaching of the Japanese language 
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